GLA Course Description

Note:

Courses marked with "*" are compulsory.

Essentials of Global Liberal Arts

(1) Introduction to Global Liberal Arts I <4 credits>*
This course introduces leading themes and disciplines of exploring human knowledge
as the intellectual foundation of the Global Liberal Arts from the comprehensive
perspectives of both humanities and social science. A series of Team Teaching by three
faculty members with their respective specialties in humanities, social and natural
science, will be conducted. “Foundation of Humanities” lecture series guide students
through histories, various topics and methodologies in humanities and “Foundation of
Social Science” series through philosophy of social science and its methodologies.
Students will also learn methodological disciplines of pursuing exploration through

readings, group debates and case studies.

<Teaching Load Allocation>
IGLA I is composed of two classes (a set of one lecture and one tutorial) per week,

making 15 lectures and 15 tutorials in one semester. Three instructors A (specialized

in humanities), B (in social science) and C (in natural science) are responsible for the

classroom management in close collaboration with each other.

Faculty A (specialized in humanities) gives eight lectures and three tutorials. One out
of the eight lectures is introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty B and C. The
other seven are the “Foundation of Humanities”. One out of three tutorials is
introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty B. The other two are used for group
work sessions for mid-semester and end-of-semester overview related to the
“Foundation of Humanities” lecture sessions.

Faculty B (specialized in social science) gives eight lectures and three tutorials. One
out of the eight lectures is introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty A and C.
The other seven are the “Foundation of Social Sciences”. One out of three tutorials is
introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty A. The other two are used for group
work sessions for mid-semester and end-of-semester overview related to the
“Foundation of Social Sciences” lecture sessions.

Faculty C (specialized in natural science) gives one lecture and ten tutorials. The

lecture is introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty A and B. Ten tutorials are



group work designed in an interdisciplinary approach, relating to “Foundation of
Humanities” (in five sessions) and “Foundation of Social Sciences” (in five sessions),

addressing the difference of methods and premises used in the field of natural science.
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(2) Introduction to Global Liberal Arts IT <4 credits>*
From the viewpoints of ethics and science and technology studies, the students of this
course learn the significance of knowledge, of its production, and the consequent
responsibility in society, as the foundation of Global Liberal Arts. A series of Team
Teaching by three faculty members with their respective specialties in humanities,

social, and natural science, will be conducted, and the students of this course will



develop their basic intellectual foundation of understanding the ethical perspective of
knowledge creation, through readings, group debates, and case studies. Regarding
ethics category, the basics of normative ethics, meta ethics, and a few key social and
political themes in considering the risk in science and technology will be lectured; and
in the segment of science and technology studies, the basics of scientific sociology will

be introduced.

<Teaching Load Allocation>
IGLA II is composed of two classes (a set of one lecture and one tutorial) per week,

making 15 lectures and 15 tutorials in one semester. Three instructors A (specialized

in humanities), B (in social science) and C (in natural science) are responsible for the

classroom management in close collaboration with each other.

Faculty A (specialized in humanities) gives eight lectures and three tutorials. One out
of the eight lectures is introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty B and C. The
other seven are lectures on ethics. One out of three tutorials is introductory session
jointly conducted by Faculty B. The other two are used for group work sessions for
mid-semester and end-of-semester overview related to lectures on ethics.

Faculty B (specialized in social science) gives eight lectures and three tutorials. One
out of the eight lectures is introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty A and C.
The other seven are lectures on science and technology studies. One out of three
tutorials is introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty A. The other two are used
for group work sessions for mid-semester and end-of-semester overview related to
lectures on science and technology studies.

Faculty C (specialized in natural science) gives one lecture and ten tutorials. The
lecture is introductory session jointly conducted by Faculty A and B. Ten tutorials are
group work designed in an interdisciplinary approach, relating to lectures on ethics (in
five sessions) and on science and technology studies (in five sessions), addressing the

difference of methods and premises used in the field of natural science.
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(3) Philosophy Basics <4 credits>
This course provides basic knowledge of philosophy through learning a broad overview
of history of philosophy from ancient Greek philosophers through Medieval Christian
philosophy to modern European philosophical thoughts including both the lineage of
continental metaphysical thoughts and the lineage of Anglo-Saxon empiricism.
Students will also be introduced to comparative interpretation of European philosophy
with non-European philosophy, such as Chinese Confucianism and Japanese Buddhist
philosophy. The coursework is composed of lectures and group discussion based on

reading classical texts of philosophy.
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(4) Science Basics <4 credits>

This course is designed to fulfil the following two-fold educational purpose: the first
concerns preserving the tradition of liberal arts education, that is, providing the
fundamentals of science subject in comprehensive style, whilst the other involves
providing students with the opportunities of learning the most recent and ongoing
trend in the science subjects in global perspective. The lecturer will provide a well-
summarized outlook of science and of history of science, and this should lead to
students’ understanding of the scientific foundation of today’s technologies. And more
significantly, this course will also debate a considerable scale and scope of still enduring
non-scientific elements within technological development, so the nature of technology

will be clarified and understood by the students in realistic terms.
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(5) Statistics <4 credits>*

While, in the course of Research Design & Method, the students learn the basics of
how to research, this course will provide them with specific contents of statistical
knowledge and skills, which is essential for social science. Alongside the conceptual
and practical perspectives of statistics as research methods, the students will learn the
applicable technical disciplines such handling of computer software for data analysis,
e.g. SPSS, AMOS, as well. The students will learn how to design their own mixed
research methods to produce originality and creativity through combinations of
guantitative and qualitative methods of research data analysis using statistical

methods relevantly.
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(6) Research Design and Research Method <4 credits>*

This course runs a comprehensive session of learning the basics of research
methodologies for both quantitative and qualitative data analysis. The curriculum of
Global Liberal Arts includes capstone studies in the final year, and this will demand that
all students should conduct their own research to write graduate theses. The students
of this course will acquire vital knowledge on, firstly, how to design their own research,
and then various methodologies of collecting and handling research data. The course
is composed mainly of methodological lectures and group works at which students will
be engaged with analysing and assessing various sample research cases in

methodological term.
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(7) Algorithm and Programming <4 credits>

The conceptual and practical scope of defining computer literacy has been significantly
extended in the past decade. Mere acquisition of technical knowledge and skills in
programming to operate computer is certainly insufficient for the students of Global
Liberal Arts. Alongside delivering the essential contents of developing technical
proficiency, this subject provides the students with active learning experiences in
understanding the fundamental logic and philosophy behind every computer program,
namely, algorithm. The quintessence of algorithm involves not only the intellectual
skills of capturing specific patterns but also of creating new orders within artificial
systems or artefacts, and this nature demands this subject to be more than learning
theories in text. Real practice of algorithm and programming experience through
project-based learning should be vital. To be precise, this subject should let the
students gain and develop their own tacit knowledge through programming experience

in individual level and explicit knowledge in the practice of teamwork.
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(8) Global Conflicts: An Introduction <4 credits>
New types of risk and security hazard have escalated in the world of globalization, and
this has also entailed the nature of conflicts in global perspective. The students of this
course will learn causal structures, diffusing mechanisms and solving processes of the
modern conflict after globalization, and absorb introductory knowledge from rich case
studies. A rich variety of combinatorial learning methods, including tutorials and group

works, will be carried out in this course.
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(9) Globalization and International Relations: An Introduction <4 credits>
The post-Cold-War globalization has entailed structural changes in international
relations. In taking a retrospective standpoint from the globalized modern world, this
course overviews the history and theories of the development of modern international
system. The students of this course will attain introductory knowledge from rich case
studies, supplying the key issues and demanding basic analytical perspectives in the
modern international relations. A rich variety of combinatorial learning methods,

including tutorials and group works, will be carried out in this course.
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(10) Introduction to Asian Studies <4 credits>

The 2" half of the 20" century marked an epoch of seeing and understanding the
world. The identity of Asia in both scholarly and public views evolved into an
unprecedentedly multifaceted concept, alongside the swift economic growth of
“Asian” nations and their consequential region-wide social changes. This course
will provide a rudimentary set of academic disciplines to let the students begin
their own heuristic development of knowledge about Asia, together with their
lecturer and classmates. Including Japan certainly, the students’ active debates on
their perceptions of particular nations and regions in “Asia” across different periods
will be carried out to support their independent endeavour of intellectual

sophistication.
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