GLA Course Description

Note:

Courses marked with "*" are compulsory.

Cosmopolitan Studies

(1) Cultural Studies <4 credits>*

This course provides an introductory outline of cultural studies. The beginning
introduces the essentials in the ideas of culture, and the conceptual difficulty and
complexity, associated with their definitions. Critical viewpoints on the key texts and
theories, embedded in the current disciplines of cultural studies, will be studied and
debated. This will be followed by some detailed analyses of a number of ideas
associated with cultural studies and a number of cultural production and practices.
Then, this will be followed by a line of analytical debates on several case studies of
cultural products and practices in production, which reflect cultural ideas. This course
concludes with reconsidering the emergent “Global Culture” in the dynamic context of
technological change as well as the rise of Asia. A rich variety of combinatorial learning

methods, including tutorials and group works, will be carried out in this course.
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(2) Postcolonial Studies <4 credits>

During the heyday of colonialism 90% of earth’s landmass was controlled by European
powers. This course looks critically at the legacy of Colonialism and its present forms.
The course starts with reading of historical development of Colonialism and
decolonizing efforts and how its legacy continues to inform contemporary political
economic, and social constitution and relationship and how it also constitutes

normative and ethical framework within international relationship particularly in term



of relationship between global North and South. A rich variety of combinatorial learning

methods, including tutorials and group works, will be carried out in this course.
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(3) Critical Area Studies <4 credits>

The idea and construct of Areas and Regions continues to inform our spatial
imagination even in the process of globalization of the world. This course aims to
critically look at the very idea of area and region advancing a “critical area studies”
agenda. This course analyses and challenge some of the most important debates
within Area Studies, which was based on specific 20 century world view of the Cold
war and the dominance of the Western powers. Through rehistoricizing and
recontextualizing the concept of area and region, students will reconsider their own
spatial imagination to comprehend the structural transformation of the world entailed
by globalization in a deeper dimension. A rich variety of combinatorial lecturing

methods, including tutorials and groups works, will be applied to this course.
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(4) Media Studies <4 credits>
This course introduces the basic understanding of media and communications and
related key concepts, which requires students to be equipped with theoretical
frameworks when thinking about and understanding social phenomena in today’s
globalized societies in the world. In order to systematically understand what is media,
this course starts from introducing the mechanism of human communication, including

intrapersonal communication, interpersonal communication, group communication,



and organizational communication; and then shifts focus to mediated-communication
such as mass communication and computer-mediated communication.

Students will look at the representative communication models and related theories
and be asked to apply some of them to phenomena in our daily life. By doing so,
students should be ready to understand and judge the social issues critically and
practically. In a practical manner, this class encourages each student to write up a
preliminary case analysis about the particular social issue or phenomenon by
employing inductive reasoning with appropriate understanding of communication
theories. This leads to other courses related to applied research methods for social
sciences.
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(5) Theory and Practice of Fieldwork <2 credits>

This course is effectively related to the class of “Fieldwork on Media Studies”.. In order
for students to understand media messages they should have a foundation for
understanding the media system that has developed in the region, country, and society
to understand how the media messages have been created or produced, distributed,
and received. Each country and region’s media system has unique historical
background and it is necessary to know how the system originated, has been innovated
and even echoed with culturally influential countries and regions or neighbouring
countries. First and foremost students are to acquire the method of studying and
comparing media systems from the theoretical point of view in practically conducting
fieldwork to analyse the existing media systems. From the functional point of view in
societies, special attention is devoted to some countries in Asia and the Pacific region,

including Japan, the U.S., and Korea.
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(6) Fieldwork on Media Studies <2 credits>

This class consists of both lectures and related fieldworks on media studies, which will
guide students through an opportunity to be a part of a professional industry. Lectures
will be given before and after fieldwork and during fieldwork students will learn how
the country’s media system, such as broadcasting, newspaper, and advertising
industries has functioned by comparing media’s point of view. Another focus in this
fieldwork is on journalism and press freedom. Based on knowledge and theoretical
frameworks, students under the lead instructor’s guidance will visit professional media
organizations and meet media professionals to better understand and comprehend the
relationship between media and society in the media related field by applying media

and journalism related theories.
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(7) History of Arts <4 credits>
This course provides a basic overview of history of arts from ancient civilizations to the
present, in which works of art are interpreted as the embodiment of cultural, social

and political values. While students will be introduced to a selected number of works



of arts, typically including paintings, sculptures and buildings, of each epoch and region,
the course will also consider cultural and artistic exchanges between societies of
Europe, the Americas, Asia, and Africa. The course will also discuss how new
technologies inspired artists in global perspective and innovated the styles and
expressions in their art works. A variety of combinatorial lecturing approaches,
including tutorials and groups works, will be applied to this course to facilitate the

students’ active learning in the class.
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(8) Arts in Society <4 credits>
This course examines the inseparable tie between art and society. The students of this
course will study an introductory review of global art history from the specific
perspective of the reciprocal dynamism, enmeshed in the evolution of art and society.
The potential roles of the art and its contemporary social responsibility will be debated
in close consideration to the further acceleration of the structural deepening and
hybridization of art, in tandem with the faster technological and media development.
Students will become more aware of the increasing significance of art as a social
infrastructure, and its functional practice for dealing with social agenda. A variety of
combinatorial lecturing approaches, including tutorials and groups works, will be

applied to this course to facilitate the students’ active learning in the class.
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(9) Special Lecture on Cosmopolitan Studies I <2 credits>
This subject will be carried out in the format of intensive course. In provision of cultural
and regional themes of research, this course provides an introductory outlook for
beginners, with a thematic focus on the social representation of the classical media
such as literature and art, and this aims to deepen the students’ understanding of the
diversity in society, which is the common theme in Cosmopolitan Studies. Case study
methods will be applied to practice group debates and drills of criticisms on specific
literature and art works. A rich variety of combinatorial learning methods, including

tutorials and group works, will be carried out in this course.

CORIEFEPRBEROILETEMEIND . XALIATS JCHUSFATTO D EFICH VT, XFPEMBE L HE)
REEBZECERLZBATATCBIZIRROFBEBCOVTHZEMIFICEANBRERZITL.
Cosmopolitan Studies RIEEDFETHIABHSOZERIEICOVTROEIRFZRDDEZBRIET
2. BEQ. FLWT—R - 257 1DBFIOfFZ 0, BRI OVEROEROES - 5T 2B LI )L —T5d
BIRECLOTHBRR T 2.

(10) Special Lecture on Cosmopolitan Studies II <2 credits>
This subject will be carried out in the format of intensive course. With the selection of
specific subjects from the modern theme in cultural and regional studies, this course
delivers an introductory outlook, then deepens the students’ interest and
understanding of the human diversity in society, as the common theme in
Cosmopolitan Studies, via reconsidering its theoretical and philosophical context. A rich
variety of combinatorial learning methods, including tutorials and group works, will be

carried out in this course.
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(11) Asia and the World in Historical Perspective <4 credits>

The velocity of recent development in Asia questions the traditional euro-centric
concept of modernization and calls for reconsideration. This course provides a
comprehensive outlook of historical knowledge about the regions of Asia from the pre-

historical period to the present day. The debating focus will be placed particularly upon



the diversity within Asia, the Asian experience of colonization and of colonial heritages,
and the social change of the recent development. A variety of combinatorial lecturing
approaches, including tutorials and group works, will be applied to this course to

facilitate the students’ active learning in the class.
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(12) Regional Diversity in Cultural Perspective <4 credits>
Medium is a message and outlet for representing images relating to history, culture,
literature, language, anthropology and religion in the globalized world. This course
asks how media images can be situated culturally and promote better understanding
with each other in a diversified Asia and the Pacific region. This class enables students
to deepen cultural perspective on regional diversity from the field of humanities and
social sciences by focusing on mediated activities relating to text, voice, and moving
images in many varieties of study dimensions to promote understanding of people’s
everyday experience. A rich variety of combinatorial lecturing methods, including

tutorials and group works, will be applied to this course.
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