GLA Course Description
Note:

- Courses marked with "*" are compulsory.

Japanese Studies Cluster

(1) Contemporary Japan <4 credits>

This course combines an examination of basic themes in contemporary Japanese
society with an introduction to commonly used theoretical models. It will trace the
changes in Japanese its socio-cultural and economic structures since the early 20th
century, with a main focus on the interdependence between and conflicts among
individuals and collective groups in the course of building a civil society. We will
explore issues such as environment and energy, the employment system, ethnicity,
gender, immigration, and youth culture from global and comparative perspectives.
Classes consist of a combination of lectures and tutorials that involve analysis of

historical sources and group work in project form.
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(2) Modern History of Japan <4 credits>

This course examines major themes in ‘modern’ history of Japan, starting from the
16th century to the present. Topics include how to define Japan’s modernity, the
construction of an industrialised nation, the rise and fall of the empire, the postwar
economic growth and consumer culture, the bubble economy and the subsequent ‘Lost
Decades’, and the 3.11 earthquake and its aftermath. With an emphasis on students’
active engagement, classes center the analysis and in-class discussions of primary and
secondary sources (including texts as well as audio and visual materials) by them in

combination with lectures. Students are expected to cultivate their ability to think



critically and analytically about current events in Japan and the global world with a

historical background.
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(3) Japan in Global History <4 credits>

This course provides a broad overview of Japan’s history from earliest times (ca.
35,000 years ago) to the late 19th century. It explores the centuries-long processes
through which Japan’s unique politico-economic and socio-cultural institutions
emerged from continental influences and models and the gradual cultivation of the
‘traditional’ foundations of modern Japan through interaction with other Asian states
and ethnic groups and Western commercial and religious bodies. The course combines
in-class activities (lectures and tutorials including analysis and discussions of source
materials), individual assignments, and field visits. Students are expected to develop
their own perspectives on the complex relationship between Japan’s past and present,
placing the knowledge that they acquire through the course in the wider context of

global and regional history.
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(4) Japanese Philosophy <4 credits>

In tandem with India and China, Japan has formed a leading hub of begetting original

philosophies in the history of Asia. This course provides a well-organized introduction



of Japanese philosophy in historical perspective, covering a wide array of how the
distinctive thoughts emerged. A comprehensive outlook of the eminent local
philosophers will constitute a major part, and alongside the broad review, the lecturer
will deliver an in-depth debate on a specific philosopher’s thoughts and social
influences over the modern (or pre-modern) Japanese philosophy, and beyond in
global perspective. A remarkable example should be concerned with the evolution of
Japanese business philosophy, from the commercial codes of Tokugawa Japan to

today’s managerial practice in Japan.

FETDERORTHARG, A2 ROAECITAT, RBINBEFEZEATELBFROVEDTHD. ARIH
Tl BAROEFZEHH MBI CECAPINERZIRM T 5. ARSI RARNREEROEIENEER
RBEOHRLzZEHZIN, 2 JT0-/ULRREFCHIFDERBLURNAROBARDEZIONT, FEDR
BROBIEZDHCDRMFPHASHFEOVTOTHEEZEHFAD. FHEOEEEL T, LEXERIIHBR
OEANBEPSHOBAROFEELFERE, RECHMNDEROEZOELRENMFCED LIFBN3.

(5) Politics and Foreign Relations of Japan <4 credits>

This introductory course is designed to give students a foundation in the mechanisms
of Japan’s political systems and foreign relations, primarily from the post-World War 11
period to the present. With the diplomatic and security challenges that Japan has faced
recent years in mind, we will first analyse the domestic power structures and
institutions, key political actors and norms, and domestic and international political
events, which together have shaped the nation’s foreign policy. We will then explore
the major issues in foreign policy which are currently under debate in Japan. The
teaching methods employed will involve lectures and tutorials that include discussions

of reading materials, group projects, and case studies.
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(6) Japanese Language and Culture I <4 credits>

This course aims at helping students make a better use of what they have acquired



in elementary Japanese classes. Students will develop their competence of reading,
writing, listening and speaking Japanese through learning about Japan's
contemporary culture and society. Readings and discussions on wide-ranging topics
will lead to the students’ learning of words and expressions used in describing
customs and commonly observed societal phenomena, improved communication
skills, and cultivation of analytical attitudes toward phenomena and issues in

Japanese society.
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(7) Japanese Language and Culture II <4 credits>

This course is meant for students who have already studied at the level of Japanese
Language and Culture I, and aims at developing the students’ skills for actively
exploring contemporary Japanese culture and society on their own, through
multimodal exposure and engagement with materials on modern Japan. In addition
to understanding relevant literatures and learning words and expressions that are
needed in discussion of more abstract social topics, the course aims at nurturing a
flexible mindset toward phenomena and issues in society and developing
communication skills to present their views logically and convincingly.
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