Residence Status
Guidance

The Ritsumeikan University International Center



Follow the Rules as an International
Student!

What is the “Student” residence status?

It i1s the status which permits international students
to reside in Japan to engage in study at a university.

If you are to graduate, complete your studies,
withdraw, be expelled from the university or take a
leave of absence, you must leave the country right
away, even if the expiration of your residence status
Is a later date.
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ollow the Rules as an International
Student!

What is the “Student” residence status?

Ritsumeikan University submits notifications to the Immigration Bureau for
each international student within 14 days of both the start and completion
of their enrollment (be that through graduation, completion of studies,
withdraw, expulsion, etc.). Further, the university may also notify the
Immigration Bureau of an individual international student if that student
ceases to engage in their studies (eg. If they do not register for classes, if
they are absent for a prolonged period of time, etc.).

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of
Japan (MEXT) mandates that all public, private, and national universities
notify MEXT in the event that any international student is absent for one
month or more. The International Center will take account of all
international students once each month at our office, so make sure to
complete the procedures monthly (not required during the long vacations.).
Details on what to do will be shared at a later date.



Extending your Residence Period

-You must keep track of your residence period s expiration

Apply for an extension before your residence period expires.

It is possible to apply for a residence period extension beginni
from 3 months prior to the expiration date. Don’ t wait to the las
minute — submit an application to the Immigration Bureau with
plenty of time to spare!

*You must visit the Immigration Bureau to apply for an extensi&n.
Part of the application forms must be created by Ritsumeikan

University, however, so you must visit the International Center
beforehand.




Extending your Residence Period

- After your residence period extension is granted and
you receive your updated Residence Card, you must
submit copies of both sides of your Residence Card to
the International Center.

If you have not earned enough credits, there is a
good chance your application for residence period
extension will be turned down and you will be forced to\
leave Japan.




Changing from “Student” to
another Residence Status

While enrolled

Changing residence status from “Student” to anything else while
enrolled will result in you losing eligibility for support programs targeting
international students (i.e. Tuition Reduction, scholarships managed by
the International Center, etc.). Consult with the International Center in
advance if considering a change of residence status.

After graduation

If you will work, etc. in Japan after graduation, you will need to change
from “Student” to a different residence status which allows for full-
time employment, etc. Confirm on your own what forms will be required
to apply for the residence status you will need, and apply for it in
advance at the Immigration Bureau.



About the Special Re-Entry Permit

If you temporarily leave Japan during your study for vacation, overseas research,
study abroad in a third country, etc., but will return to Japan within one year, it is
possible for you to return to Japan on your current visa via the Special Re—entry
Permit system. To do so, fill out a Disembarkation Embarkation Card at customs at
the airport and check off “I am leaving Japan temporarily and will return.”

Doing so will earn you special re—entry permission, which means that you will not
need to apply for a new student visa in order to return to Japan. Alternatively, if

you fail to fill out the card at customs, your current visa and residence status will
be voided and return to Japan will not be possible.
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Applying for a Part—time Work Permit

How to apply

Submit an application at your local
Immigration Bureau.

“What happens if I work without a part—time
work permit?”
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You may be deported or otherwise fined.



Applying for a Part—time Work Permit

Work hour limits

With the permit you may work up to 28 hours/week

(During long vacations, the limit goes up to 8 hours/day, 40
hours/week)

Points of Caution

Any and all work related to the “Adult Entertainment
Industry” is forbidden by law. Even simple jobs such as

working in the kitchen or cleaning at such establishments is
forbidden.



If Your Residence Card Gets Lost or
Stolen

You must apply for the issuance of a new card.

How to apply:

(1DSubmit a Report of Lost Article at the nearest “Koban” Police
Station and have them issue you either a Certificate of Report of
Lost Article or a Burglary Report.

(2)Bring the abovementioned certificate/report issued by the police
along with one ID style photograph and your passport to the local
Immigration Bureau and apply for a new Residence Card.

Once you have applied, a new Residence Card will be issued to you
right away.



Reporting Obligations Under the Residence

Management System

You are legally obliged to report to the appropriate public offices
within 14 days of the occurrence of any of the following.

A Change of Address

Once your address is set you must report it to the local city hall or ward office.

A Change of Affiliated Organization

You must notify the local Immigration Bureau any time the name or address of the
organization you are affiliated with changes (eg. If Ritsumeikan were to changes
names or if you were to transfer to a different university, etc.). For students, this
generally means that you must notify the Immigration Bureau when you graduate,
complete studies, withdraw, are expelled from the university or take a leave of
absence.

Points of Caution

Failure to complete the reports above without a legitimate reason may result in yo
having your residence status revoked or incurring other fines.



An Important Request from the

International Center

After obtaining the RAINBOW ID distributed by thc‘a‘ university,
please report to the Inte”rnational Center through * Residence
card submission system  in the event of any of the following!

[Residence card submission system URL]

https://global.support.ritsumei.ac.jp/hc/en—
us/requests/new?ticket form id=360006867793

1. If you receive a new Residence Card

2. If your address changes

3. If you get a phone number or it changes



An Important Request from the
International Center

1. Always check your university email account and the
university s online bulletin board (manaba+R) regularly!

2. Contact the International Center in advance if you will
take a leave of absence, re—enroll, or withdraw!

3. If you call with a question, precede your question by
telling us your name, student ID number, your college or \

oraduate school of enrollment, and then vour concern!

4. Write down and register the BKC International Center’ s
phone number in your notebook and phone, etc!

Our phone number: 077-561 -3946




Beyond Borders

Follow the rules and enjoy a fun and fulfilling
International student campus life.

The Ritsumeikan University International Center



