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Gatekeepers in Labor Migration to Japan: 
Preliminary Studies on Southeast Asian Cases
Facing a signi�cant labor shortage exacerbated by demographic 
changes, Japan relies on migrant labor from Indonesia, Vietnam, 
and the Philippines, the major sources of labor migration to the 
country. This presentation will examine the mechanisms through 
which state agencies and intermediaries from these countries 
manage labor migration to Japan. It will investigate the roles these 
entities play in controlling the migration process at various stages.
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