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Research begins with curiosity, a spark of wonder or a question that drives us to explore further. In this
lecture, we invite you to embrace challenges, uncertainties, and possibilities, stay open to learning,
and adjust your approach as you progress, letting each discovery guide your next step.

Together, we will explore practical strategies to transform initial curiosity into meaningful learning and
insights. By adopting the mindset of “feeling for the stones”, we will navigate the river of uncertainty
and complexity step by step. We start with the mysterious “stones” of language. By not only using
language but also understanding its mechanisms, we can come to see the world in a slightly different
way. From there, we move toward deeper concepts such as Intercultural Competence (ICC), global
citizenship, Intercultural Collaborative Learning (ICL), interdisciplinary education, and the
internationalization of higher education.

Join us on this journey of exploration, reflection, and discovery, where each step opens new
possibilities for understanding and contributing to a complex, interconnected world, as well as

advancing your own journey in research.
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