
  Conference “Cultural Exchange for Peace -Culture as a 
Mediator in International Politics-” was Held 

 
On Thursday, January 15, 2027, the Ritsumeikan Center for East Asian Peace and 

Cooperation held a conference titled “Cultural Exchange for Peace -Culture as a Mediator in 
International Politics-” 
This conference was an attempt to reimagine future-oriented Japan–Korea relations from 

the perspective of culture, in a relationship where discussions have tended to focus primarily 
on politics and security. 
The speakers included Shunichi Tokura, Commissioner of the Agency for Cultural Affairs of 

Japan; Park Yang-woo, former Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism of the Republic of 
Korea; artists Taku Kawai and Professor Yang Sung-won, both of whom have experience 
performing collaboratively between Japan and Korea; Professor Haruko Sato, who has built 
an extensive record in the fields of international exchange and global governance; and Oh 
Soo-young, a chief foreign affairs correspondent at Arirang TV who has conducted long-term 
coverage of the Korean Peninsula, among many other distinguished participants. 
With the aim of overcoming the “walls” of prejudice and fixed perceptions that often emerge 

in political and diplomatic arenas through the power of culture, the conference featured lively 
and substantive exchanges of views. 
In particular, during the latter half of the conference, more in-depth discussions unfolded, 

including the observation that dialogue can truly take shape only when cultural activities are 
oriented in the same direction and grounded in shared experiences. Distinct from the 
Center’s previous events, which have often centered on politics, diplomacy, and security, this 
conference offered a refreshing and broadened perspective. 
The Ritsumeikan Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation actively promotes academic 

exchange with various research organizations, transcending language and disciplinary 
boundaries. 
 
●Details 
Date & Time: Thursday, January 15, 2026, 16:00–18:00 
Venue: Ritsumeikan University, Kinugasa Campus, Soushi-kan Conference Room 
Organizers: Ritsumeikan Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation,  
Supported by: Korea Foundation (KF) 
 
 
 



●Participants 
TOKURA Shunichi (Composer/ Commissioner for Cultural Affairs of Japan) 
PARK Yang-woo (Frm. Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism of Korea) 
YANG Sung-won (Prof. Yonsei University/ Cellist and artistic director) 
KAWAI Taku (Agent, AOI Trio/ Producer, Japan Chamber Music Foundation) 
SATOH Haruko (Prof. Osaka School of International Public Policy, Osaka University) 
OH Sooyoung Jennie Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent, Arirang TV) 
 
NAKATO Sachio (Prof. Ritsumeikan University College of International Relations/ Director, 
Ritsumeikan Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation Studies) 
REITERER Michael (Distinguished Prof. CSDS-VUB/ Invited Prof. Ritsumeikan University/ 
EU-Ambassador ret.) 
CHADA Astha (Associate Prof. Ritsumeikan University College of International Relations)   
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