Special Lecture “How to Communicate with Aliens: A

Comparative Study of North and South Korean Science Fiction”
Held

On Monday, May 25, 2026, the Ritsumeikan Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation
Studies held a special lecture titled “How to Communicate with Aliens: A Comparative Study
of North and South Korean Science Fiction.”

This lecture offered a valuable opportunity to gain insight into the visions of the future and
the value systems reflected in the societies of South Korea and North Korea through Dr.
Dafna Zur’s comparative study of science fiction works from the 1950s and 1960s.

In particular, while the works clearly exhibited a strong character of systemic competition that
reflected the post—-Korean War context, North Korean science fiction presented an idealized
image of the scientist as a loyal supporter of the regime who would nonetheless use science
and technology to open up the nation’s future, thereby expressing a kind of aspiration that
future generations would grow to resemble this ideal figure.

In South Korea as well, although the works carried an anti-communist orientation, scientists
were depicted as figures who would lead the country out of poverty and other hardships and
guide it toward a brighter future.

These intriguing commonalities, which tend to be obscured by the overarching framework of
systemic rivalry, provide a new perspective for reexamining the societies of the time and
demonstrate that this lecture was an exceptionally valuable opportunity for reconsidering that
historical period.

The Ritsumeikan Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation Studies continues to actively
promote academic exchange with a broad range of research institutions across languages and
disciplines.

@Event Details

Date: Monday, May 25, 2026, 17:00-18:30

Venue: Suekawa Memorial Hall Lecture Room, Kinugasa Campus, Ritsumeikan University
Organizer: Ritsumeikan Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation Studies, Ritsumeikan
Center for Korean Studies

Supporter: Korea Foundation (KF)

@Lecturer

Dr. Dafna Zur

Associate Professor, East Asian Languages and Cultures, Stanford University
Director, Center for East Asian Studies, Stanford University (2019 - 2025)
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