Symposium Held on “The Development of Postwar
Japan—Korea Relations and Future-Oriented Global
Cooperation”

On June 12, 2026, the Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation Studies at
Ritsumeikan University and the Institute of Japanese Studies at Kookmin University
jointly hosted the symposium “The Development of Postwar Japan—Korea Relations and
Future-Oriented Global Cooperation” at the Conference Room of Soshikan Hall on the
Kinugasa Campus of Ritsumeikan University. The symposium was supported by the
Korea Foundation (KF).

The symposium opened with welcoming remarks by Professor Yuo Nakato, Director
of the Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation Studies; Professor Yoshio Nakatani,
President of Ritsumeikan University; and Professor Heesik Choi, Director of the
Institute of Japanese Studies at Kookmin University.

Professor Yuo Nakato, Director of the Center for Professor Heesik Choi, Director of the Institute of
East Asian Peace and Cooperation Studies Japanese Studies, Kookmin University

Mr. Young Chae Lee, Consul General of the Republic of Korea in Osaka, discussed
the significance of Japan—Korea cooperation and its future prospects in light of the
changing regional dynamics of East Asia.

The special lecture was delivered by Yukio Hatoyama, the 93rd Prime Minister of
Japan and Chairman of the East Asian Community Institute. Reflecting on the history of
postwar Japan—Korea relations, he presented his views on regional cooperation based on
the concept of an East Asian Community.
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Mr. Young Chae Lee, Consul General of the Mr. Yukio Hatoyama, Former Prime Minister of
Republic of Korea in Osaka Japan

Researchers from Japan and Korea engaged in lively discussions on the current state
and challenges of bilateral relations, as well as the prospects for peace and cooperation
in East Asia. Participants exchanged views from a wide range of perspectives on the
future of Japan—Korea relations and regional collaboration.

The symposium brought together a diverse audience, including researchers, students,

and members of the public, providing a valuable opportunity to deepen mutual
understanding and academic exchange between Japan and Korea.
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The Center for East Asian Peace and Cooperation Studies will continue to promote
research and exchange activities that contribute to peace, cooperation, and mutual
understanding throughout East Asia.
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