








The symposium “Culture as a Mediator in International Politics, Cultural Exchange 

for Peace” is a sequel to the one organised in 2023, “Perspectives for cooperation 

of Japan and South Korea to stabilize the volatile security situation, Bilateral and 

multilateral aspects” 1 th anniversary 

of diplomatic relations between Japan and the Republic of Korea is an ideal occasion to 

The European Union strives to integrate culture in its foreign and security policy, 

emphasizing its function in safeguarding democracy, strengthening foreign policy 

effectiveness, and promoting peace and sustainable development2

2025, the Council3 highlighted culture’s essential role in safeguarding European values 

amidst global geopolitical uncertainty; this harks back with Europe’s experience of 

Japan and South Korea

were historically influenced by Chinese culture, and both countries have experienced 

Chinese statecraft in using culture (cancellation of events, export restrictions, tourism 

The goal of the 2025 symposium is to further identify ways and means to make use of 

culture as an agent for fostering people-to-people understanding building on common 
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Setting the scene

Professor Ritsumeikan;



agent for change; however, culture can also be used for nationalistic purposes serving 

The two main speakers, Shunichi Tokura and Yang-woo Park, were invited to start their 

presentations of cultural policies and experiences in highlighting the positive elements of 

Culture, but also their personal respective experience as composer (songs, musical)  and 

Commentators were invited to broaden the various aspects from their respective point of 

view, having in mind the bridge building function of art: 

Sungwon Yang

Seoul, as artist (cellist) playing with foreign partners, as well as artistic director of 

Taku Kawai as organiser of musical events experienced in practicalities and 

business culture;

Haruko Satoh, as year-long observer and analyst of the bilateral relationship 

between Japan and Korea;

Astha Chadha

and as political analyst on the impact of Japanese and Korean culture on the 

The moderator, Sooyoung Jennie Oh is an experienced anchor person and foreign policy 

Sachio Nakato

Michael Reiterer

European experience with culture as a driving force for reconciliation especially relevant 
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The symposium “Culture as a Mediator in International Politics: Cultural Exchange for 

Peace and Trust” Republic 

past six decades but also on the foundations necessary for building a stable and coopera-

rapid technological change, the question of how trust can be cultivated and sustained has 

heritage and cultural creativity continue to coexist, Kyoto reminds us that culture is not 

-

this sense, culture remains one of the most powerful yet often underestimated dimensions 

The relevance of this theme was underscored by developments immediately preceding 

in nature, the episode attracted considerable public attention in both countries and illus-

trated how cultural expression can complement formal diplomacy by creating emotional 

culture does more than entertain; it can humanize political relationships and contribute to 

3
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In cooperation we trust

and Cooperation Studies



shapes perceptions, nurtures empathy, and sustains human connections in ways that po-

-

cational interaction, and people-to-people engagement contribute to building the social 

deep historical, cultural, and civilizational connections while also carrying memories of 

-

literature, visual arts, and other forms of creative expression, they have demonstrated how 

culture can foster dialogue and mutual appreciation among diverse audiences around the 

between peoples, but it can also be employed to reinforce exclusion, nationalism, and 

cultural resources can be mobilized responsibly to promote understanding, reconciliation, 

-

cultural exchange, political leadership, and sustained engagement can contribute to recon-

the European example offers valuable insights into the possibilities and limitations of 

-

of policy; it is also a lived experience that shapes everyday interactions, social identities, 
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-

a vital role in fostering dialogue across national boundaries and creating opportunities for 

spaces where people can encounter one another not as competitors or adversaries, but as 

as a peripheral element of diplomacy but as a strategic and human-centered resource for 

understanding of the role culture can play in fostering trust, strengthening cooperation, 

gain valuable insights into how cultural exchange can help build a more peaceful and re-
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1 as a strategic tool for soft power, promoting 

mutual understanding, peace, and development by fostering dialogue, supporting cultural 

diplomacy to build equitable, long-term relationships based on shared values and mutual 

its own currency, neither force nor money but shared values2

3

the culture's essential role in safeguarding European values amidst global geopolitical 

uncertainty; this harks back to Europe’s experience of reconciliation supported by culture 

Shared European heritage, cultural diversity, the European way of life are strategic assets 

To make culture a true force in international relations, we must weave it into foreign 

policy, empower artists as ambassadors of creativity, unite as Team Europe, and champion 
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Culture as part of EU foreign policy

Professor Ritsumeikan;



Claiming that Europe is in cultural or civilizational decline is not only misreading Europe 

and its cultural diversity, but a wilful distortion of reality, a lack of tolerance, and contrary 

program for young Europeans has become a pillar of European identity 

Culture is also an important economic factor by shaping work, ethic, innovation, trust and 

particularly in small and medium sized enterprises

Tourism, a part of cultural industries, plays in a separate league: Creating €2 trill value 
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The proof of the political and economic relevance culture has reached, is that culture has 

entered the realm of power and pressure politics: Culture is weaponised through cultural 

radar system5

be managed and used with care

share a cultural heritage of hundreds of 

years which can provide a sound base for cooperation if politicians are willing to 

instrumentalise it positively, in the interest of promoting understanding among people and 

example Japan and Korea can achieve the same in continuing the recent cooperative 

5  
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soft power

international politics is more interest and less values-driven, policies have become 

compass and yardstick for policy maker a distinguishing factor from transactional 

building union among people, 

not cooperation between states

 is a quote attributed to him and an important 

instruction not only for diplomats but those working in culture and the creative industries, 
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-

They succeeded and twenty years later, the situation completely reversed with South Korea 

is not only the success of individual artists, but the result of a national strategy and the 

11
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The Future of Japan–Korea Cultural Exchange 
and the Entertainment Industry



The reason is clear: Japan has an extremely large domestic market, the second largest in 

the other hand, Korea with a much smaller domestic market, only about one-quarter to one-

-

—

at establishing culture as an industry, that would promote Japanese culture more vigorously 

-

—
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Demon Slayer and SLAM DUNK

-

-

ond-largest export sector, with the gaming industry holding the lion’s share of the content 

-
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arts, the content industry, develop in parallel to economics and therefore will be transmitted 

There is an additional and unique strength of culture and the arts over pure economic con-

worth of music, films, and entertainment are exported the impact is much bigger as it 
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I. Introduction

geographically the closest of countries, our historical experiences have shaped a complex 

Cultural exchange between Korea and Japan has a long history, dating back even before 

— whether viewed from a historical 

perspective or in terms of the breadth of cultural content — and my comments may 

15
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What Can Korea and Japan Learn from 
Each Other through Cultural Exchange?
Korean Perspectives on Japanese Culture



II. The Current State of Korean Culture

games have generated 

worldwide, particularly among younger generations, (forming a distinct cultural current of 

This phenomenon is expected to continue expanding for the time being, driven by the 

is reasonable to anticipate certain limitations, as other countries learn from, adapt, and 

largely centered on popular culture, is neither the core nor the totality of Korean culture, 

III. What Can Korea Learn from Japanese Culture?
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J-pop and Japanese animation, with their sophisticated production techniques, distinctive 

worldviews, and rich storytelling, have provided considerable inspiration for Korean 

Japan’s subcultures which value diverse tastes and have successfully developed them into 

Japan is widely recognized for its high level of public awareness, evident in practices such 

as orderly queuing, etiquette on public transportation, and maintaining quiet in public 
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goes beyond mere technical skill; it embodies a profound dedication in which one pours 

quality above all else, continuous improvement (kaizen), and a responsible attitude toward 
— the art 

and philosophy of making things —as well as the tradition of shinise, long-established 

Examples such as the approximately 30,000 companies in Japan that have existed for 

1,300 years, and Toraya, which has produced traditional yokan sweets for over 500 years, 

the acceptance of the beauty in the aging, fading, and wear of time, known as the spirit of 

, and the hospitality 
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that carefully considers others can be viewed as the cornerstone of mature civic 

we are not everything and that we are in coexistence is fundamental to creating a beautiful 

Japan excels in thoroughly documenting and databasing everything from trivial daily 

Sixth, as a public policy maker, localism that emphasizes regional characteristics needs 

, local specialties ’ and ‘matsuri , 

festivals

This will help Korea connect the history and culture of each region to modern local 

from our own and learning from one another is not only beautiful but also crucial for 

leaders and politicians of both countries to establish a vision and tangible policies for 

Cultural Exchange for Peace



not exist in isolation; it is a complex product that must be considered alongside its long 

20
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believe that cultural exchange can become our “hands” — instruments through which 

far beyond, culture allows us to reach one another before politics, and often more deeply 

face to face -

-

side by side

1993, every single year with the sole exception 

of 2021 due to the pandemic

deeply we come to appreciate one another—precisely because artists sit side by side, listen 

what they can create together — not through debate, but through shared listening, not 

rehearsing or performing as Koreans and Japanese, but as close friends, and above all, as 

musician and a juror, and 

-

21
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If diplomats were musicians



Music can be our hands.

Strong, patient, and human—

22

Cultural Exchange for Peace



th anniversary of the normalization 

diplomats, academics and students who saw value in exploring the possibilities of cross-

South Korea relationship was the panel looking into how music has connected the talents 

of the two nations at the bilateral and international stage, reminding everyone that while 

political treaties provide a framework for cooperation, it is culture that truly penetrates the 

South Korea, the shared history is complex, marked by the deep scars of the colonial past 

Japan and South Korea face the existential challenges of aging populations and shrinking 

cool cultural products like anime, a fascinating divergence is occurring among the youth 

23
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While Japanese culture often emphasizes modesty, depth and high-context craftsmanship, 

blueprint for modernism that is not purely Western, allowing youth in developing nations 

was a testament to the fact that while Japan and South Korea have developed their distinct 

cultural industries, cultural cooperation has moved beyond a mere soft power bracket and 

has become the primary vessel for transmitting intergenerational memory and building 

a resilient foundation of mutual trust that survives even the most turbulent geopolitical 
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relations, a story that revolves around the repatriation of an historical building that once 

, the former royal palace in the centre of Seoul, from 

An historical heritage building returns to Korea

national heritage, announced that this building—called Kangetsudo  in Japa-

nese —had been dismantled for restoration and returned to Korea after 100 years of it being 

be drawn to an inconspicuous wooden hall that looked like an ancenstral shrine, tucked 

was a child because Kotokuin was where my diplomat father, Yukio Satoh, grew up, born 

days, accompanied the delegation that normalised ties between Japan and South Korea in 

Kangetsudo was a piece of pre-war history in my proximity, whose fate had always hung 

While Kangetsudo’s provenance has always been clear, the circumstances in which it came 

to Kamakura may need special acknowledgement, because it was not part of the many 

artifacts or buildings from the palace that were taken by the Japanese to be sold to private 

25
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Cultural diplomacy by stealth: 



priest of Kotokuin and also an archeologist himself to work with his Korean counterparts 

-
th 

Kangetsudo in Japan-Korea relations

-

high ratio of Koreans compared to others and the relative equality between Korean and 

issues of past history were becoming a diplomatic thorn in Japan’s relations, not only with 

diplomacy between two countries that were not always seeing eye-to-eye, it was because 

domestic sensitivities in both countries necessitated an approach that did not attract the 

-

of Kangetsudo not be treated as a returning of a loot by the Koreans, and that it should be 
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that the wrong narrative may taint this endeavour, when it was erronously reported in 2010 

and the Korean people; it also demonstrated the complex role of public perception and 

past history (of Japanese colonisation of Korea) that inform contemporary Japan-Korea 

and like-minded colleagues on both sides, including the Japanese foreign ministry that 

was kept abreast of the developments through my cousin, must be anxious about popular 

eye-to-eye, it was because domestic sensitivities in both countries necessitated an approach 

Past history matters

When the Kangetsudo issue began to occupy our minds, the constructive mood of the late 
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roughly coincides with the rise of right-wing nationalist voices, once marginal in Japan 

to explain why this came to be, but the dual impact of the changes in Japan’s international 

-

mi’s controversial annual visits to the Yasukuni Shrine between 2001 and 2005, a Shinto 

-

complex role of public perception and past history (of Japanese colonisation of Korea) 
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cultural exchange between Japan and Korea, 

and the world, from the viewpoint of my 

classical music requiring a small number of 

Compared to an orchestra which needs 

for cultural exchanges which bring further 

Section one is for string quartet, two violins, 

trio and piano quartet, which comprise 

of piano violin and cello, and viola for 

one of the most important chamber music 
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Cultural communication through the music



of the classical music world establishing 

They now have influential roles in prominent 

institutions around the world, and they will come 

generations as they received dozens of years 

What is the biggest challenge for young 

success at a competition, your ensembles cannot 

30
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We are providing not only prize money, but also 

the next opportunity which brings contestants to 

these special prizes may bring you precious 

hope young ensembles will have further development through these optional chance, and 

These special awards are created under the generous support of music institutions in 

The music competition seems to be held in one 

development and establish their careers through 

the support of our whole music industry, which 

will come back to us in the future to help 

31

Cultural Exchange for Peace





of its diplomatic stakes, but the headlines that followed focused on its strikingly warm 

Takaichi was widely viewed as a conservative nationalist figure, associated with 

as leading a party that has traditionally stirred more friction with Japan, while being 

engagement can, and must be, used strategically and sparingly to enhance Seoul-Tokyo 

33
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Culture as a Tool for Reconciliation and 
Soft Power Collaboration



Cultural Cooperation for Future-Oriented Relations

The momentum for cultural cooperation has remained vulnerable to the volatile ups and 

meanwhile, suspended a visa waiver programme for Korean tourists from 2020, citing the 

Suggesting greater cultural collaboration is not to minimise the structural sticking points 
in South Korea-Japan relations, nor to suggest that cultural exchange can substitute for 

classical musicians have built familiarity, understanding, and inspiration through shared 

stands at the highest level in seven years, with K-culture cited as the strongest driver of 

where influence is increasingly shaped through narratives as much as military and 
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exports have gained traction not simply because they are well-produced, but also because 

South Korea’s rise through K-Pop, cinema, and beauty products has been rapid and 
dramatic, but it also rests on deeper cultural foundations and strong discipline, as 

messaging networks, its sponsorship of cultural and academic programmes designed to 

and pressure to shape what foreign studios, publishers, and streaming platforms can show 

Tokyo share an interest in safeguarding a culture of openness, respect for humanity, rule-

Seoul and Tokyo Must Institutitionalise Cultural Cooperation

The good news is that South Korea and Japan’s soft power is already in high currency 

35
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Second, people-to-people exchanges should be built steadily and strategically over time, 
especially among younger generations, rather than merely increasing the volume of 

for not only students and researchers, but also artists, writers, and digital creators would 

cooperation not only through culture but knowledge-sharing regarding environmental 
conservation, energy development, and climate change

founded by South Korea and Japan, which would expand its membership to include those 

promote dialogue across geopolitical faultlines, and a culture for peace, prosperity and 

same seriousness they apply to trade negotiations, security coordination, and industrial 
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“Perspectives for cooperation of Japan 

and South Korea to stabilize the volatile security situation, Bilateral and multilateral 

aspects1” 
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