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Why has the “Global South” become central to Chinese foreign policy discourse? This talk explores
how China constructs and mobilizes the concept through a mixed-methods analysis of 2,263
articles from People’s Daily and Global Times, alongside 557 Chinese-language academic papers
published between 2019 and 2025. The findings reveal that geopolitical contestation with the West,
rather than South-South solidarity or development partnership, constitutes the dominant narrative.
Introducing the concept of definitional entrepreneurship, the talk examines how Chinese state
media shape the boundaries of Global South membership, while academic scholarship reframes
the concept as a challenge to Western epistemological hegemony. It further explores the
relationship between official media narratives and policy-relevant scholarships.
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Yuan Zhou is a Senior Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Humanities and
|nquiry Social Sciences at Okayama University. His research lies at the intersection of

international relations, political communication, and Chinese politics. He
examines how China communicates ideas about legitimacy and international
order and constructs political narratives through state media, public diplomacy,
@ https://en.ritsumei.ac.j and public discourse. His work addresses topics including Chinese state media,
p/research/aji/ public perceptions of democracy, authoritarian persuasion, human rights naming
and shaming, and global governance discourse. Methodologically, he employs
quantitative text analysis, computational methods, and survey experiments.
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